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The End FGM European Network 
is a European umbrella network of 
30 organisations, in 14 European countries, 
working to ensure sustainable European 
action to end Female Genital Mutilation 
and support Survivors.
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Dear friends,  
 
On behalf of the End FGM European Network, 
we want to thank you for your support 
throughout 2020. 

A word from our Network 
Co-presidents

SOKHNA FALL BA TOKS OKENIYI



The past year has been full of challenges, 
but it also offered us opportunities 
to innovate and connect differently. 

A word from our Network 
Co-presidents

SOKHNA FALL BA TOKS OKENIYI



2020 was the first year of the decade 
to eliminate FGM for good. 
Working from home and collaborating 
online, we still managed to achieve 
more than we had projected for the year.   

A word from our Network 
Co-presidents

SOKHNA FALL BA TOKS OKENIYI



We invested the virtual space by 
organising informative and engaging 
Webinars with partners and members.  
We produced compelling digital materials 
for our #EndFGMMyths Campaign.  

A word from our Network 
Co-presidents

SOKHNA FALL BA TOKS OKENIYI



We trained journalists and media 
professionals on how to report about FGM.  
We created safe spaces to promote 
wellbeing and mental health 
to communities and members.  

A word from our Network 
Co-presidents

SOKHNA FALL BA TOKS OKENIYI



In fact, we made the most of going online by 
broadening and reinforcing our connections 
beyond borders. 

A word from our Network 
Co-presidents

SOKHNA FALL BA TOKS OKENIYI



We took part in international actions such 
as the successful operation calling 
to increase the EU budget for the Citizens, 
Equality, Rights and Values Programme.

A word from our Network 
Co-presidents

SOKHNA FALL BA TOKS OKENIYI



We spread the word about 
the Gender ABC project with multiple 
organisations throughout Europe and
gave a space to our Youth Ambassadors
and their project The Purple Chair.

A word from our Network 
Co-presidents

SOKHNA FALL BA TOKS OKENIYI



We welcomed 3 new Associate Members: 
Amref Health Africa (the Netherlands), 
Ifrah Foundation (Ireland) 
and Institut Women Safe (France).  

A word from our Network 
Co-presidents

SOKHNA FALL BA TOKS OKENIYI



FGM IN EUROPE
At least 200 million women and girls alive 
today have undergone FGM and 4.1 million 
have been subjected to FGM only in 2020.

It is estimated that there are over 600.000 
FGM survivors living in Europe and around 
190.000 are at risk in 17 countries alone.

This data has been internally 
gathered by the End FGM European 
Network using existing studies. 
It should be noted that 
methodologies used for the studies 
differ as well as the years of data 
collection. In the meantime, some 
countries have noted significant 
increases in the numbers. 
The collection of data continues 
to be a huge challenge.

SOURCES
- BELGIUM : Estimation de la prévalence des filles et femmes ayant subi ou à risque 
de subir une mutilation génitale féminine vivant en Belgique (2018)
- FINLAND: Action plan for the prevention of female genital mutilation (2019)
- FRANCE: Estimate of adult women with female genital mutilation living in France (2019)
- GERMANY: Dunkelzifferstatistik zu weiblicher Genitalverstümmelung in Deutschland, 
Terre des Femmes (2020)
- IRELAND: AKIDWA estimations based on Ireland’s Central Statistics Office (2016)
- ITALY: Stima del numero di donne portatrici di mutilazioni genitali, delle bambine a rischio 
e dell’attitudine nei confronti della pratica (2019)
- NETHERLANDS: Vrouwelijke Genitale Verminking Omvang en risico in Nederland (2019)
- PORTUGAL: Mutilação Genital Feminina: prevalências, dinâmicas socioculturais e
recomendações para a sua eliminação (2015)
- RUSSIA: The practice of female genital mutilation in Dagestan: 
strategies for its elimination(2018)
- SPAIN: La Mutilación Genital Femenina en España (2020)
- SWITZERLAND: Mutilations génitales féminines : recommandations pratiques, 
Obstetrica 11/2019
- UK: Prevalence of Female Genital Mutilation in England and Wales: 
National and local estimates (2015)
- Estimates of first-generation women and girls with female genital mutilation 
in the European Union, Norway and Switzerland (2016)
- EIGE, Estimation of girls at risk of female genital mutilation in the European Union 
– Ireland, Portugal and Sweden (2015)
- EIGE, Estimation of girls at risk of female genital mutilation in the European Union 
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girls at risk
At least 200 million women and girls alive 
today have undergone FGM and 4.1 million 
have been subjected to FGM only in 2020.

It is estimated that there are over 600.000 
FGM survivors living in Europe and around 
190.000 are at risk in 17 countries alone.

This data has been internally 
gathered by the End FGM European 
Network using existing studies. 
It should be noted that 
methodologies used for the studies 
differ as well as the years of data 
collection. In the meantime, some 
countries have noted significant 
increases in the numbers. 
The collection of data continues 
to be a huge challenge.

SOURCES
- BELGIUM : Estimation de la prévalence des filles et femmes ayant subi ou à risque 
de subir une mutilation génitale féminine vivant en Belgique (2018)
- FINLAND: Action plan for the prevention of female genital mutilation (2019)
- FRANCE: Estimate of adult women with female genital mutilation living in France (2019)
- GERMANY: Dunkelzifferstatistik zu weiblicher Genitalverstümmelung in Deutschland, 
Terre des Femmes (2020)
- IRELAND: AKIDWA estimations based on Ireland’s Central Statistics Office (2016)
- ITALY: Stima del numero di donne portatrici di mutilazioni genitali, delle bambine a rischio 
e dell’attitudine nei confronti della pratica (2019)
- NETHERLANDS: Vrouwelijke Genitale Verminking Omvang en risico in Nederland (2019)
- PORTUGAL: Mutilação Genital Feminina: prevalências, dinâmicas socioculturais e
recomendações para a sua eliminação (2015)
- RUSSIA: The practice of female genital mutilation in Dagestan: 
strategies for its elimination(2018)
- SPAIN: La Mutilación Genital Femenina en España (2020)
- SWITZERLAND: Mutilations génitales féminines : recommandations pratiques, 
Obstetrica 11/2019
- UK: Prevalence of Female Genital Mutilation in England and Wales: 
National and local estimates (2015)
- Estimates of first-generation women and girls with female genital mutilation 
in the European Union, Norway and Switzerland (2016)
- EIGE, Estimation of girls at risk of female genital mutilation in the European Union 
– Ireland, Portugal and Sweden (2015)
- EIGE, Estimation of girls at risk of female genital mutilation in the European Union 
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2020 Network Highlights
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2020 Network Highlights
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2020 Network Highlights
The Network also organised…

The official launch of
the World Health Organisation’s FGM 
Cost Calculator which calculates 
the healthcare cost of FGM 
over the next 30 years in 27 countries, 
together with the Belgian Permanent 
Representation to the European Union. 
40 actors of the movement to end FGM 
were present!

Our global report launch with 
Equality Now and the US End 
FGM/C Network “FGM/C: 
A Call for a Global Response” 
with over 100 participants. 
The report shows that FGM 
is present in over 92 countries 
and 5 continents.

...and we trained more 
than 200 professionals 
on FGM!



976
In total over the year, we engaged with ...

 850
67 

18 
41

key 
actors

from civil 
society

researchers

policymakers
media 
professionals



Speaking of engaging with key actors, 
2020 was a productive year in pushing policy 
and decision-makers to tackle FGM.



We supported the monitoring 
of the implementation of the Istanbul Convention 

in 5 European countries:
... engaged over 

70 Members of the European 
Parliament around the plenary vote 
of an EU strategy to tackle FGM around the world.



6 consultations 
for EU policy frameworks relating to FGM around gender equality,
children’s rights, and supporting survivors. 

2 civil society submissions 
to UN resolutions and reports around FGM which were adopted, 
with our language! 



we co-organised, with AIDOS and GAMS Belgium, 
an international online dialogue on FGM in Humanitarian Crisis, 
involving 76 experts
coming from 31 countries
resulting in 10 recommandations 
for the Donors Working Group on FGM

Together with the Global Platform for Action to end FGM/C and Girls Not 
Brides, we published an open letter to the Generation Equality Action 
Coalition on Gender-Based Violence and reached over

 700 signatures in a few weeks.



We worked 

to raise awareness 
on the impact of COVID19 on FGM 

We organised 

- 3 live events 

-5 meetings with MEPs 
to amplify the messages of young leaders on Gender Equality. 



When asked, in our survey, how much the pandemic 
had impacted their work :

60% of our members and ambassadors 
answered “very much” 

40% answered “severely”.

15 key actors 
of the EU institutions were gathered 
at our virtual study visit on Covid-19.



600 decision makers 
publicly expressed their commitment 
to tackle FGM! 



2020 was also dedicated to raising 
awareness on FGM Myths

from February 2020 to december 2020
We worked to educate the public and the media about FGM 
Myths and Misconceptions. 



2020 was also dedicated to raising 
awareness on FGM Myths
Our #EndFGMMyths online Campaign was highly successful :

1000
Posts were created

1M
Impressions in total over
the year on : instagram,
facebook & twitter

25 012
is the number of views 
on the 5 videos we produced 
for the Campaign

180+
is the number of visits on 
our Campaign website page



2020 was also dedicated to raising 
awareness on FGM Myths
Words Matter! In 2020 :

22
journalists 
& media professionals 
were trained on how 
to report on FGM.

15
is the number of 

languages 
in which we translated 
our How to talk about 
FGM video.

2500+
people  
people watched the 
How to talk about FGM  
video already !



2020 was also dedicated to raising 
awareness on FGM Myths
In 2020, we also saw our support increase over all our platforms : 

20 000+ +1500 subscribers 
to our newsletter

+218 608 visits 
on our website!

12478

6659

1011



Additionally, 
2020 was the finish line 
for some amazing projects 
End FGM EU was a part of...



changing European children’s attitudes towards gender 
stereotypes & gender based violence through education

Gender ABC

4
countries

2
YEARS

21
educational 
modules

1437
children & 
young people 
involved

+6%
more children 
are now able to identify GBV 

55% 
of participants 
took action against gender 
stereotypes or GBV

+11%  
more children 
recognise boys’ role 
in addressing GBV



Youth4Change
Youth Ambassadors from 5 European countries 
created their own YouTube Series – The Purple Chair, 
to raise awareness on the topics of FGM and GBV

11
VIDEOS

5
eu languages

5
national 
launch 
events

1 
EU event 

participation

2000+
views on YouTube!





Let’s finish by looking back at our 
Ambassadors hard work in 2020

In 2020, our Ambassadors 
participated in more than

Ambassadors also participated 
in national events in

15
international 
events 
including at the EU

7
European countries.
They were involved in dozens of 
conversations on fighting FGM 
and shared their knowledge on 
Engaging men and boys as the 
key objective to ending FGM at 
grassroots level!

2
Youth Ambassadors
opened the launch of the World 
Health Organisation FGM Cost 
Calculator and moderated 
the panel «How do we scale up 
our commitment to End FGM 
by 2030?» with 1 Ambassador 
speaker. 



Let’s finish by looking back at our 
Ambassadors hard work in 2020

The lockdowns
didn’t stop them and 
they developed 

new strategies
to engage with FGM-
affected communities 
during a pandemic.

They presented their work on ending 
FGM to the Network’s Members, 
professionals, public and on social 
media in several languages 
to expand access to the information! 

Our Youth Ambassadors 
presented 

the Purple Chair 
series at several occasions 
including at 
the 13th European Forum 
on the rights of the child.



Let’s finish by looking back at our 
Ambassadors hard work in 2020
Our Ambassadors were 
at the heart of End FGM EU’s 
work and participated 
to our campaigns, translated 
our communication tools 
and helped us promote youth 
engagement! 

5
Ambassadors

5
Youth Ambassadors

... also participated in creating our #EndFGMMyths Campaign materials. 

It was important for us 
to support our Ambassadors 
through the consequences 
of Covid19, so we organised 
mental health support sessions 
with psychotherapist 
Dr Leyla Hussein for whoever 
needed them.



MEMBERS’
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Full Members
Associate members
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REVENUE SOURCES E X P E N D I T U R E S
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Mundo B, Rue d’Edimbourg 26 
Brussels 1050, Belgium 
info@endfgm.eu 

       Twitter: @ENDFGM_Network
       Instagram: @end_fgm_european_network 
       Facebook: @endfgmeuropeannetwork

W e b s i t e :  w w w . e n d f g m . e u 
Graphic design and animation 
by Jeanne Saboureault @jano.bxl

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  s u p p o r t i n g 
o u r  w o r k  t o  e n d  F G M 

i n  E u r o p e  a n d  b e y o n d !

End  fgm european network


